
 

 

 

 

5K Participant Guide 

January 31, 2026 
Oracle, AZ 

 

 

Welcome: 
 
We would like to welcome all 5K runners and walkers to the 9th Annual AZT Oracle 

Rumble. It is important for you to read through the entirety of this participant 
guide before race weekend. Our hope is that you will find all the information you 
need for race day. If you have any further questions that you don ’t find an answer to 

herein, please do not hesitate to contact us. We look forward to sharing the day with 
you. We hope that at the end of the day you leave sharing our collective love for 

Arizona's wild landscapes and the Arizona National Scenic Trail. 

Schedule of Events: 
 

Friday, January 30, 2026 
 

3:00pm-6:00pm - Packet Pickup at C.O.D. Ranch at 37 SOUTH COD RANCH RD, 

ORACLE, AZ 85623 

 

Saturday, January 31, 2026 (race day) 

10:00am – 10:45am on race day at OSP – 5K Packet pickup and runner check in at 
Group Use Area (GUA) 
10:47am – Walk to the start line as a group 
11:00am – 5K start 

 
 
 



 

 

Driving Directions to Oracle State Park Staging Area: 
 

Oracle State Park (OSP) is located at 3820 Wildlife Dr., Oracle AZ 85623 

All 5K participants will park within OSP. Please arrive at OSP at 10:00am or later. For 

entry at the main gate show your bib number or give your name and say you are a 5K 

participant. 

 

There are two general areas for 5K participants to park within OSP:  

 

(1) About .25 miles into the park on the right you should see a large A frame with a 

parking sign and right arrow. This is the Oak Woodland Parking Lot. If you park here, 

walk out the parking lot entrance and make a right to head up towards the Group Use 

Area (GUA) to check in and wait for the start of the race.   
(2) Driving further along the main road past the Oak Woodland Parking Area, past the 

dividing island in the main road, you will start to see some cars parked along the road 

to your left (north) facing back towards the main gate. You can park on that north side 

of the main road wherever you find space. There should be a parking volunteer 

wearing a safety vest to assist you. Do not park on the south side of the road. Make 

sure to park on the north side of the road with the front of your car pointed back 

towards the main gate. Proceed on foot to the Group Use Area to check in and wait 

for us to walk out to the start line to begin the race. 

 

TO MAKE THINGS AS CONVENIENT AND SMOOTH AS POSSIBLE FOR EVERY- 
ONE, PLEASE CARPOOL WITH OTHER 5K PARTICIPANTS AS MUCH AS 
POSSIBLE. THE FEWER CARS WE NEED TO PARK THE CLOSER WE CAN GET 
EVERYONE TO THE STAGING AREA WITHIN OSP’s GROUP USE AREA (GUA). 

 

Please note as you walk down into the Group Use Area that runners that 
started earlier in the day will be finishing their race, so please give them 
plenty of room. 

 
Race and Park Rules: 

 
• Rule number one. Have fun, take in the views, smile, and be kind to those you meet 

along the way. 
 

• You must stay on course at all times. If you leave the course for any reason (including 
taking a wrong turn) you must return to the course at the same point at which you left 
it. Failure to do so will be grounds for immediate disqualification. 

 

• Bib numbers must be worn on the FRONT of the body and be FULLY VISIBLE at 
all times. Some find pinning the number to their shorts is best when layers of clothes 
may be put on and off throughout the day. 

 

• Littering of any kind is prohibited. Please respect the natural beauty of these trails and 

help to ensure our continued use of them by disposing of trash at aid stations. 



 

 

 

• Pets are not allowed on the race course. Pets are welcome around the finish line but 
must be leashed at all times. 

 

• All of the trails are open to other trail users during the race. You may meet hikers, 
horses or mountain bikes during the day. Please share the trail and be courteous to 
those you meet along the way. 

 

• The race director has the final say in all decisions. 
 

 

Restroom and Trail Etiquette: 
 

There will be restrooms available at the GUA, the area in which you will check in. There 
are no porta potties along the 5K course. Nature potty is always an option, but you 

MUST pack out your toilet paper (yes we're serious). Do not leave ANY trash on the 
trail. We want to make sure we have minimal impact on the park trails. Anyone caught 
littering will be automatically disqualified. We will provide small plastic bags at packet 
pickup so that you can pack out your toilet paper. 

 

 

Course: 
 

The 5K course will start down the main road. Participants will head west back towards the 
main gate before turning right into Cherry Valley Wash and follow the flagging. After 

about a mile runners will see right turn arrows at the Mariposa Trail. From there, follow 
the single track trails marked with flagging, pin flags and arrows at all trail junctions. You 

will pop out at the top of the Group Use Area and take a left to get to the finish line at the 
bottom of the hill. All race distances for the Rumble finish at this same location. 

 
 

Course Markings: 
 

The course will be marked with yellow and orange surveyor’s tape and/or reflective rib- 
bons streaming from bushes and trees. Also, all trail junctions will be clearly marked 
with arrows.  

 

 
Aid Stations: 

 
There are no aid stations for the 5K distance due to the remote areas in which you will be 
running. Please carry whatever water you need plus any calories that you would like to 
take during the race. We will have plenty of liquids and snacks for you at the finish line. 
 

There are no time cutoffs for the 5K. Runners and walkers are welcome. 
 



 

 

 

 
Weather and Terrain: 

 
In January, the average high temperature is 56 °F (13 °C) with a low of 35 °F (2 °C). At 

an altitude of 4,100 feet Oracle's vegetation consists of mostly emory oak (Quercus 
emoryi), desert spoon (Dasylirion wheeleri), soaptree yucca (Yucca elata), prickly pear 
(Opuntia) and various grasses. There are no major ascents or descents in any of the 
courses but almost all of the trails are rolling. 

 
Race Day - Daylight Hours: 

 
Sunrise: 7:22 am 
Sunset:  5:50 pm 

 

Awards: 
All runners will receive a super cool and unique finisher award for making it across the 

finish line! There will be special awards for the top 3 male and female finishers in each 

distance and for the first place masters female and male champions. There are no age 

group awards in any of the distances for this event. 


